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RENEWABLE ENERGY 

Statement 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.46 pm]: Earlier today 
when we dealt with the renewable energy motion I unfortunately did not get the opportunity to give a response. I 
will make a couple of brief comments and then I will read into Hansard a letter that has been given to me. The 
letter writer has asked me to read it in and also to pass a copy on to the Minister for Energy.  

First of all, I thank all those members who made comments over the past couple of weeks. I think it has been a 
very interesting debate and we need to further expand on the renewables debate in the future. I particularly note 
the comments made by Hon Robin Chapple and Hon Max Trenorden. Although Hon Max Trenorden thought 
that some of his comments may have been on the negative side, I believe that he canvassed a range of issues that 
need to be taken into account when looking at the issue of renewables and their place in our state into the future. 
Therefore, I thought that his comments were quite helpful and insightful, particularly those matters that he 
canvassed in relation to his own electorate in the Mid West area and around Geraldton. 

In the debate a couple of weeks ago when I had the opportunity to speak, part of my focus was on the fairly 
recent decision by this government to cut back on the solar feed-in tariff program. On the day of the debate, a 
number of people from the industry were sitting in the gallery, listening. One of the young men who works in the 
industry wrote a letter and asked me to give it to the minister. I will read the letter into Hansard and provide a 
copy of the letter to the minister. I think this letter is very articulate. It is based on this individual’s experience of 
the impact of this government decision and the effect on himself and his family. The letter is written by Mr Mark 
Stiffel and it is dated 16 August 2011. It states — 

Dear Minister 

I am writing to you for your help and guidance. I am a solar panel installer working for a small solar 
electric company. Presently my company, along with the rest of the industry is being hampered and 
perplexed by the many changes brought about by both State and Federal Government changes regarding 
the solar industry.  

The industry in general has been disadvantaged by so many changes in recent months. It has become 
impossible for any company to plan a coherent way forward. Effective advertising campaigns cannot be 
mounted because any information we give out risks becoming invalid within days of going to press. 
This situation arises because various announcements are generally “sprung” on the industry. This gives 
us little or no time to digest and react to policy changes that impact us individually and the industry as a 
whole. Information is disseminated straight into the public domain creating a panic and a negative 
effect on the public perception of the industry in Western Australia. 

As an industry we find ourselves having to constantly explain changes in feed-in tariffs, rebate 
reductions, and REC pricing effecting system costs at point of sale. 

We need more industry consultation with all the relevant government agencies to implement a formula 
that will provide a stable platform for growth for many years ahead. We need to address the disparity 
between the feed-in tariffs of the Synergy and Horizon power companies to make it fair for all West 
Australians. 

In Australia we have an opportunity to be at the forefront of green energy technologies. We have the 
climate, conditions and skills to optimise these technologies, be it solar, wind, or geothermal. As a 
nation we owe it to our children not to squander this opportunity presented to us. 

As an installer, I see first-hand how policy decisions made in Cabinet Rooms of Parliament effect the 
lives of everybody in the industry. Even now, I do not know from one month to the next whether I will 
continue to have work. I need to feed my family and pay my mortgage as much as the next man, and 
this continued uncertainty makes life more stressful than it needs to be. 

I enjoy working in an industry that provides many benefits to people. Our industry provides people with 
a way to both reduce their electricity bills and reduce our nation’s carbon foot print. I believe as a 
nation that is what we strive for regardless of any political allegiances. I am proud to be a part of this 
industry and want nothing more than to continue to play a part in it. 

Minister, as an industry, we are not looking for handouts or special treatment. We are looking to you for 
your help to stabilise the industry so that we can all move forward in a measured and sustainable 
fashion for years to come. 

Any help you can give us will be eagerly and gratefully accepted. 
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Yours sincerely 

MARK STIFFEL 

I think the comments he has made in his letter go to the issues we canvassed more than a week ago. It is a very 
articulate letter. I hope the minister finds he is able to respond to him in some way.  

Hon Peter Collier: I think I may have already. What is his name?  

Hon KATE DOUST: I think he has given a copy of that to a number of people.  

The issues he raised were: what this industry wants, rather than flip-flop policy decisions as we have seen over 
the past couple of years, is consistency. They want government to make a decision and to stick to it for the whole 
term. They want consultation and they want some certainty so they can plan for their business and the future, and 
plan for their staff.  

When I met with half a dozen people who work in the industry, they said that between six companies, over the 
next few weeks at least 60 staff would have to be put off. The fact they were actually able to spend an hour here 
listening to the debate and speaking to me afterwards would not have happened in the two weeks prior to that 
decision because they simply would have been too busy with their businesses. Business has now declined and 
they do not have as much to keep them busy. They certainly do not have as much work to keep current staff on 
their books. That is a real shame.  

Although the debate we had was a very broad debate about renewables, highlighting the recent decisions made 
by the minister in relation to the feed-in tariff, we have not as yet been given any indication of what the 
government will do in the future, or, as I understand it, have not yet met with people in the industry. If the 
minister has, I will be pleased to hear that.  

Hon Peter Collier: Yes, I have. 

Hon KATE DOUST: That was a singular complaint from the industry and one I was very concerned about. The 
fact that people are prepared to put pen to paper and commit these thoughts to us, and also that we still have 
petitions coming in, I hope indicates that in due course the government gives consideration to how it will manage 
a system that can be put in place, be it a feed-in tariff or an alternative. It would be useful if the government 
would explore those sorts of alternatives that may exist in other places. I hope at some point we might engage in 
further debate on where we will go as a state with renewables.  

In terms of the minister’s sustainable energy initiative, regardless of the fact at this point it is a rather bland 
document in relation to the discussion about renewables, I await with interest to see what the final document will 
be like. It does not really set out a coherent plan for how this state will engage with the various resources that are 
available to us and how the government will deal with issues of capacity, connection to grid, off grid, cost issues 
and some of the other matters that Hon Max Trenorden talked about today in terms of distribution and location. 
That is a very important and significant issue in the Minister for Energy’s portfolio, and it will continue to grow.  

The minister will have to do some solid work to convince the Premier that he should not tell the media that 
renewables are finished or exhausted in this state. The Minister for Energy should convince the Premier that 
rather than focus primarily on gas, the Premier needs to get with the program and be engaged in and become 
more positive about the opportunities Western Australia has. I know that it is sometimes a challenge for the 
Minister for Energy to get the Premier to step up to the plate on these types of issues, but it is an important issue 
to deal with. I will give the minister a copy of the letter if he does not already have it, and I would appreciate it if 
the minister would respond to the individual. 

The PRESIDENT: I was going to give the call to Hon Liz Behjat, to be even-handed. I know that will 
disappoint one member or another but that is the best I can do to balance the contributions of members across the 
chamber. 
 


